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I am delighted to be here with you today to attend this conference. I would
like to thank the Vice Chancellor, Egerton University and the entire staff of
Tegemeo Institute of Agricultural Policy and Development, for organizing
this conference. USAID is pleased to be associated with this fruitful
collaboration with the Government of Kenya through Tegemeo Institute and

Michigan State University’s Department of Agricultural Economics.

The theme of this conference is relevant and timely considering the
challenges of low agricultural productivity in Kenya, which affects the
country’s competitiveness in global and regional markets. The conference
will address key issues for raising agricultural productivity through
accessing efficient and affordable rural financial services, including
agricultural credit, extension, and access to high quality seed and fertilizer
inputs. Previously, USAID has assisted with the liberalization of agricultural
markets; supported the commercialization of agriculture and strengthened
the role of private sector in agriculture. These are important issues to
Kenya’s agriculture and have been highlighted in the Strategy for
Revitalizing Agriculture (SRA). Effective implementation of the SRA






