SPEECH BY THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE HON. KIPRUTO ARAP
KIRWA, EGH, M.P, DURING THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF TEGEMEO
CONFERENCE ON 18™ MAY 2006 AT THE SAFARI PARK HOTEL,
NAIROBI.

The Vice-Chancellor Egerton University,
USAID Country Director,

Chief, Business and Environment Office,
Deputy Vice-Chancellors,

Director of Tegemeo,

Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am pleased to join you today for this very important conference. Improving
access to agricultural inputs has been identified as one pillar for increasing
agricultural productivity in Kenya. The conference theme is “Agricultural
Inputs and Services: Impacts on Agricultural Productivity,
Competitiveness and Food Security’. 1 am happy to state that this
conference is appropriate, relevant, timely, and in line with the aspirations of the
Strategy for Revitalization Agriculture (SRA), as it addresses issues of raising
agricultural productivity and rural incomes, thereby alleviating poverty in the
country.

Kenya’s agricultural exports, like others in many developing countries, are faced
with stiff competition from the global and regional markets. Raising agricultural
productivity is therefore a key strategy in order to ensure we maintain a
competitive edge for domestic and export agricultural production.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The SRA which the Government has been implementing since 2005 is
comprehensive and focused towards guiding investment efforts to address major

agricultural development challenges. It identifies challenge areas that must
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